
 
November 16, 2010 
 
 
 
Ms. Phoebe Raymond 
Board President 
Sunset School District 29 
525 Sunset Ridge Road 
Northfield, IL   60093 
 
 
Dear Ms. Raymond: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated June 24, 2010 regarding school zones along 
Willow Road in Northfield.  In response to your request, the Department’s 
Bureau of Traffic performed a field inspection of the existing conditions along 
Willow Road through Northfield in early July 2010.  We would like to begin with 
their review of existing conditions along Willow Road, which can be 
summarized as follows: 
 

 There are two school crossings of Willow Road within Northfield at the 
signalized intersections of Sunset Ridge and Wagner Roads.  Both 
intersections have pedestrian crossings on the south and east legs with 
pedestrian push buttons. 

 A red light running camera was installed at the Wagner Rd intersection 
in 2009. 

 The existing sidewalks along Willow Road are offset from the roadway 
and separated by a grass parkway. 

 The schools along Willow Road have a fence barrier separating children 
from Willow Road. 

 The pavement markings along Willow Road are in compliance with 
current standards and are in excellent condition. 

 
During the field inspection, it was observed and noted that several signs related 
to the school crossings had not been upgraded to meet current policy.  As a 
result, new signage along Willow Road was installed during the month of July to 
meet the current signing policy at both of the school crossings. The system of 
advance warning and school crossing signs are now fully in compliance with 
current standards, as shown on the attached exhibits.  
 
Your letter specifically requested that a reduced school speed zone of 20mph 
be provided along Willow Rd.  School speed zones are intended to be placed at 
locations where school crossings are not protected by devices such as stop 
signs or traffic signals.  In locations where pedestrians must cross a roadway 
without assistance, school speed zones are provided at a distance of 200 feet  
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